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In an emergency, on a dry road, a bus travelling 

at 50 km/h needs 29 metres to stop. Imagine a 

full bus on a day when it is raining  

or snowing...

Buses travel at an average speed of 

40 to 50 km/h. Faster than you, right? If you are 

in front of a bus at a red light, pull over to the 

right and let the bus go first. This way the driver 

avoids having to pass you.

 

Reserved lanes are 
special traffic lanes that 
make travel easier and 
quicker for the 62,000 
riders who choose to 
take the bus every day.
 

SAFETY TIPS
The STO wants to keep you and its  
riders safe!

Some important things to remember when sharing 
the road with the STO:

•	 Other than motor vehicles, only  
motorcycles and bicycles are permitted  
to ride on the roads.

•	 Observe all traffic signs and comply with 
the Quebec Highway Safety Code. 

•	 It is prohibited and very dangerous to  
touch or grab a moving or stopped bus.

•	 Bus drivers have reduced visibility because 
of blind spots on both sides of the bus at 
the front and rear.

•	 Keep a safe distance away from a bus. 
When passing, leave at least one metre of 
space. 

•	 Be seen: make eye contact with the driver 
and signal your intentions.

•	 Be visible: wear brightly coloured clothing 
with reflective strips. 

•	 Use the pedestrian crossing to cross roads, 
and check that you can cross safely. 
Observe the vehicle traffic lights if there  
are no pedestrian lights.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT...



Tout type de fauteuil

all types of wheelchairs
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Buses have blind spots at 
the front and rear on both 
sides of the vehicle. It is 
impossible for the driver to 
see everywhere at all times. 
Keep your distance so 
that you are visible at 
all times.

Watch for blind spots!
A bus’s blind spots are the parts of the road that the 
driver cannot see because of the size of the bus.

Right turns
Buses need enough space to 
turn. If you try to pass on the 
right, you risk getting trapped. 
The bus will move as far to 
the left as possible in its lane. 
However, when the bus is 
turning, the rear of the vehicle 
will always swing to the left. 
Stay behind the bus.

Depending on your 
mode of travel!

Whenever there is no sidewalk available, walk on 
the shoulder or side of the road facing traffic. 

Never cross in front of a city bus when riders are 
getting on and off. Unlike school buses, city buses 
do not have blinking lights to stop other traffic.

As stated in the Quebec Highway Safety Code, it is 
prohibited to use the roads.

The STO advises against using the road.

You must comply with the Quebec Highway Safety 
Code. Do not pass between two lines of vehicles.

The STO advises people in wheelchairs to use the 
bicycle paths or sidewalks. When crossing a street, 
follow the rules for pedestrians.



Use bicycle paths or 
lanes whenever possible. 
Cyclists who choose to 

ride on the roads and in 
reserved lanes must ride on 

the far right side of the lane.

Go around obstacles carefully
There are sometimes obstacles in the road that you would like 
to avoid (potholes). Before going around them or changing 
lanes, make sure there are no vehicles close to you.

Stop Right turn Left turn 

Signal your intentions clearly before making any 
turns, slowing down or stopping.

City buses stop frequently
When you are following a bus, be patient, stay behind 
the bus and keep a safe distance away. If you are on the 
right side (by the sidewalk), you could obstruct passengers 
getting on and off the bus. If you are moving, you could 
even hit a passenger and hurt yourself.

You can always try to carefully pass a stopped bus. 
However, once the driver activates the left turn signal, 
you must wait behind the bus.

Ride in a straight line
Every lane change involves a risk. So ride in a 
straight line, rather than zigzagging between 
lanes, especially if vehicles are parked on the sides.

If you are in front of a bus 
at a red light position 
yourself to be visible for 
the driver, pull over to the 
right and let the bus go 
first. This way the driver 
avoids having to pass 
you.

Be visible,  
especially at night! 
Front and rear reflec-
tors on the wheel 
spokes are mandatory. 
In addition, when it’s 
dark, you must have a 
white light in front and 
a red light in the rear.


