
 

Scenario A is an improvement of existing bus services. Analysis of this scenario helps to determine whether minimal investments are enough to meet 

transportation needs for the next 20 to 30 years. It also serves as the basis for all the other scenarios proposed.  

 If scenario A is retained, the arrangements introduced could resemble the 

following:  

 Introduction of reserved lanes at congested areas, for instance:  

 Reserved lane along Allumettières crossing Gatineau Park 
eastbound; 

 Reserved lane along St-Raymond crossing Gatineau Park 
eastbound; 

 Reserved lanes along Pink. 

 Priority measures for buses at traffic lights: on Plateau, 
St-Raymond, etc. 

Bus routes would be reviewed, and more routes would run along the 

Allumettières axis, including bus routes for residents in the northern part 

of the Aylmer sector. 

 

 

 
 
 

Advantages Challenges 
Scenario A has the following advantages: 

 The population is close to the bus routes. 

 Construction costs are not very high. 

 Constraints on traffic are minimized with few or no restrictions compared 
to now. 

 Expropriations of residential or commercial land are unnecessary or 
minimal. 

 

Scenario A has the following challenges: 

 Outside the reserved lanes, buses do not have priority over automobiles. 
Travel times could therefore be longer overall and less reliable, 
depending on congestion.  

 Building a reserved lane along Allumettières crossing Gatineau Park has 
its own challenges because of the rock escarpment. 

 Many buses go to downtown Ottawa and measures should be taken to 
reduce this number. 

 

Advantages and challenges of the scenario 

Caractéristiques du scénario 

Scenario characteristics 



 

 

If scenario B or variation B1 is retained, the service offered could 
resemble the following:  

 The Aylmer Road/Taché axis would be the preferred axis (see red 
line). The measures along this axis would be reinforced compared 
with existing measures. The routes to downtown Gatineau and 
downtown Ottawa could be separated. 

 The Allumettières axis would be used more, to serve the 
populations north of Allumettières. 

 The current bus system would be improved (scenario A). 

 Other complementary links would be available: 
 Between the Aylmer sector and the Plateau area 
 To the Cégeps on Cité-des-Jeunes  
 To the Tunney’s Pasture station, via the Champlain Bridge 

 Variation B1 goes behind UQO between St-Dominique and the 
Taché-UQO Rapibus station, east of St-Joseph. 

 

 

Advantages Challenges 
Scenarios B and B1 – Aylmer Road/Taché have the following advantages: 

 The clientele is directly on the axis. 

 UQO is directly on the axis. 

 The axis is already used for public transit. 

 The sector could benefit from some urban revitalization, if a “facade to 
façade” development is carried out. 

 

Ease of mode implementation 
Reserved lanes Bus rapid transit  Tram 

+++ ++ + 
 

Scenarios B and B1 – Aylmer Road/Taché have the following 
challenges: 

 Many intersections must be crossed, which limits the system’s 
efficiency (regularity, travel time). 

 Road widening is necessary between St-Joseph and Montcalm. 
The bridge over Brewery Creek will have to be widened. 

 Many buried systems will have to be moved if a tram is built. 

For scenario B only: 

 Road widening is necessary between St-Dominique and 
St-Joseph. 

For variation B1 – route behind UQO:  

 The Voyageurs Pathway passes near the axis. 

 Automobiles could be partly relocated on another axis (lane made 
one-way). 

 

Advantages and challenges of the scenario 
 

Scenario characteristics 
 



 

 

If scenario B2 is retained, the service offered could resemble the 

following:  

 The Aylmer Road/Taché axis would be the preferred axis (see red 
line). The measures along this axis would be reinforced compared 
with existing measures. The routes to downtown Gatineau would 
take the Aylmer Road/Taché axis and the routes to downtown 
Ottawa would take the Champlain Bridge, to connect with Ottawa’s 
light rail at the Tunney’s Pasture station. 

 The Allumettières axis would be used more, to serve the 
populations north of Allumettières. 

 The current bus system would be improved (scenario A). 

 Other complementary links would be available: 
 Between the Aylmer sector and the Plateau area 
 To the Cégeps on Cité-des-Jeunes  

 

  

 

Advantages Challenges 
Compared with scenario B – Aylmer Road/Taché, using the Champlain 
Bridge to Ottawa has the following advantages: 

 Riders heading to downtown Ottawa will avoid the congestion of 
downtown Gatineau and Ottawa by using OC Transpo’s light rail. 

 Reducing the number of public transit vehicles on the Aylmer 
Road/Taché axis east of the Champlain Bridge would reduce the 
annoyances (noise, visual, environmental) for neighbouring residents. 

 Reducing the number of public transit vehicles in downtown Gatineau 
would make public transit operations easier. 

Ease of mode implementation 
Reserved lanes Bus rapid transit  Tram 

+++ ++ + 
 

Compared with scenario B – Aylmer Road/Taché, using the Champlain 
Bridge to Ottawa has the following challenges: 

 A connection with Ottawa’s light rail is added at Tunney’s Pasture. A 
connection could also be necessary for riders going to downtown 
Gatineau. 

 The frequency of service along the Aylmer Road/Taché axis east of the 
Champlain Bridge would be lower because only public transit vehicles 
going to downtown Gatineau would go this way. 

 The space currently available on the Champlain Bridge, which has three 
traffic lanes, may not be sufficient for implementing the system. The 
lanes to access the Champlain Bridge are congested and require 
redevelopment both on the Gatineau and Ottawa side. 

 

Advantages and challenges of the scenario 
 

Scenario characteristics 
 



 

If scenario C is retained, the service offered could resemble the following:  

 The Allumettières axis would be the preferred axis (see red line). All 
sectors on either side of Allumettières would converge to this axis, as 
a connection or direct link. The routes to downtown Gatineau and 
downtown Ottawa could be separated. 

 The Aylmer Road/Taché axis would be maintained, serving the 
southern neighbourhoods in Aylmer. 

 The current bus system would be improved (scenario A). 

 Other complementary links would be available: 
 Between the Aylmer sector and the Plateau area 
 To the Cégeps on Cité-des-Jeunes  
 To UQO 
 To the Tunney’s Pasture station, via the Champlain Bridge 

 

 

Advantages Challenges 
Scenario C – Allumettières has the following advantages: 

 The travel times are advantageous. 

 Few intersections must be crossed, which ensures the system’s efficiency. 

 The land is already available west of Gatineau Park to implement the 
system. Developing the axis creates few constraints for fronting properties 
(loss of parking, expropriations, disturbances…). 

 Few buried systems need to be moved if the mode selected is a tram. 

Ease of mode implementation 
Reserved lanes Bus rapid transit  Tram 

+++ +++ +++ 
 

Scenario C –Allumettières has the following challenges: 

 Crossing the roundabouts along Allumettières is an issue, regardless 
of the mode considered. 

 The clientele is not located directly along the axis, the houses back 
onto Allumettières. The limited number of access points along the 
boulevard reduces the possibility of getting to stations using active 
modes. 

 Going through the rock escarpment to cross Gatineau Park risks 
incurring significant costs. 

 Improving the Ruisseau des Fées bridge and Lac-des-Fées Parkway 
would require building a new multipurpose bridge parallel to the 
existing bridge. 

 The axes to downtown used by services coming from the west (Aylmer 
/ Plateau) and east (Rapibus) will be very busy, which could create 
operating issues for the STO. 

 

Advantages and challenges of the scenario 
 

Scenario characteristics 
 



 

  

 

Advantages Challenges 
Compared with scenario C – Allumettières, using McConnell and Plateau has 
the following advantages: 

In the Plateau area:  

 Very good service nearby (residential and commercial areas) 

 Better accessibility to the stations:  

 Better possibility of walking or cycling to stations. 

 Closer stations, reducing the walking distances. 

 Passes right through living environments. 

 

Using McConnell also makes it possible to get closer to some residential streets 
and improve accessibility to public transit there. 

Compared with scenario C – Allumettières, using McConnell and Plateau has 
the following challenges: 

 Many access points and sidewalks will have to be built in the Plateau 
area to access the stations. 

 Street parking along Plateau will be lost. 

 The longest route and one that also includes many stations, which 
would increase travel times, especially for riders in the Aylmer sector.  

Ease of mode implementation 
Reserved lanes Bus rapid transit  Tram 

+++ ++ ++ 

 

 

If scenario C1 is retained, the service offered could resemble the 

following:  

 The Allumettières/McConnell/Plateau axis would be the preferred 
axis (see red line). All sectors on either side of the axis would 
converge to the Allumettières/McConnell/Plateau axis, as a 
connection or direct link. The routes to downtown Gatineau and 
downtown Ottawa could be separated. 

 The Aylmer Road – Taché axis would be maintained, serving the 
southern neighbourhoods in Aylmer. 

 The current bus system would be improved (scenario A). 

 Other complementary links would be available: 
 Between the Aylmer sector and the Plateau area 
 To the Cégeps on Cité-des-Jeunes  
 To UQO 
 To the Tunney’s Pasture station, via the Champlain Bridge 

 

Advantages and challenges of the scenario 
 

Scenario characteristics 
 


